od in difficult tinres

DIFFICULTIES 1o ASSURANCE 10 FAITH 710 PROMISE




Officulties

Health

Hnances
Famly
Dsappainthent
Tragedy

Pressure
Lack
Handicap
Lhfaimess
Eployment
Satus



God’s Promise.....

Then and now!

9Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous! Do not be terrified nor dismayed, for
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9

> Make sure that your character is free from the
love of money, being content with what you
have, for He Himself has said, “l will never desert
you, nor will | ever abandon you,” Hebrews 13:5




The Triumphs of Faith

11 Now faith is the certainty

of things hoped for, a proof of things not
seen. 2 For by it, the people of old gained
approval.

3 By faith, we understand that the world has
been created by the word of God so that
what is seen has not been made out of
things that are visible.
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How Officulties Happen..

THE FOUR PATHS WE TAKE




Officult Times
Because of ...

*Our Himanity

* Fallen World

*The Enenry
*Our God
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The path we
take .....

OLR HOIMANITY




BAD CHOICES

HURT MORE THAN JUST

YOU

“We make this happen”




Difficult Times
“The way out”

CHOICES IN
YOUR LIFE

Option 1

The Righteous and the Wicked Contrasted.

1Blessed is the person who does not walk in
the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in

the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of
scoffers!

2But his delight is in the Law of the LORD,
And on His Law, he meditates day and night.

3He will be like a tree planted by streams of
water, Which yields its fruit in its season,

And its leaf does not wither; And in
whatever he does, he prospers.

Psalm 1: 1-3



The path we
take .....

OUR HUMANITY

IFE UNDER THE SU)




Bvil World

Power & Contral
Greed &\WEalth
Wars

Factions
Covernments
Pecple Groups
Wckedness

Nothing is
permanent in this
'wicked world - not

even our troubles.
Charlie Chaplin

“we make this happen, also”



Difficult Times
“Fallen World.”
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Option 2

The Futility of Life

2For who knows what is good for
a person during his lifetime,

during the few lyears of his futile
life?

He will spend them like a shadow.
For who can tell a person what
will?happen after him under the
sun’

There is an evil which | have
seen under the sun, and it is
widespread among mankind:

Ecclesiastes 6:12



The path we
take .....

OUR HUMANITY
FALLEN WORLD

ACTS OF THE ENEMY




Satanic
Religion
Qults

Be alert and of sober mind.
Your enemy the devil prowls around

Something he does start
But the devil gets too much credit for this, though



Difficult Times
“Dress Well”

THE ARMOR OF GOD

Option 3a

The Armor of God

11 Put on the full armour of God so that you
can stand firm against the schemes of the
devil.

12For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the
powers, against the world forces of

this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places.

sTherefore, take up the full armour of God,
so that you can resist on an evil day, and
having done everything, to stand firm.

Ephesians 6:11-13



Difficult Times
“Dress Well”

THE ARMOR OF GOD

Option 3b

The Armor of God

14Stand firm, therefore, having belted your
waist with truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness,

15and having strapped on your feet the
preparation of the gospel of peace;

16|n addition to all, take up the shield of faith
with which you can extinguish all the flaming
arrows of the evil one.

17 And take the helmet of salvation and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God.

Ephesians 6:14-17



The path we
take .....

OUR HUMANITY
FALLEN WORLD
ACTS OF THE ENEMY

LOVING HAND OF GOD




God does not discipline us to
subdue us, but to condition us for a
life of usefulness and blessedness.

Bi//z/ (Graham

Thisisthe best in difficult times




Difficult Times
“God Allows.”

Option 4

A Father’s Discipline.

7 |t’s for discipline that you endure;
God deals with you as with sons; for
what son is there whom his father
does not discipline?

8But if you are without discipline, of
which all have become partakers, then
you are illegitimate children and not
sons.

Hebrews 12:7-8



Where is God in Officult Times
THE AVE PURPOSES




We cry out

Why Me.....

For those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28)




The Purpose

5RS




Repentance “ Or those eighteen on whomthe
Luke 13-4.5 tower in Sloamfell and killed

' them do you think that they were worse
snners than all other men

who dwelt in Jerusalen?

Stop treasuning
anything on earth 5] tell you ng; but unless you

above God repent, you will all likewise perish”




The Purpose %uame

5RS




Reliance
2 Corinthians 1:8-9

Trust God and not
the stuff of the
world around us

8We do nat want you to be uninformed,
brothers and sisters, about the troubles we
experienced Iin the province of Aga. We
were under great pressure, far beyond our
ability to endure, so that we despaired of
life itself.

? Indeed we felt we had receaived the
sentence of death. But this happened

that we nnght not rely on

ourselves but on God, who raises
the dead




Rignteousness




Righteousness
Hebrews 12: 6, 10-11

SharinginHs
holiness and
nghteousness

8 For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and
he punishes each one he accepts as his
child”

' For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a
fewyears, doing the best they knewhow: Butt
God's discipline is always good for us
so that we might share in his
holiness

"N discipline is enjoyable while it is
happening it's painful! But afterwards, there
will be a peaceful harvest of nght living for
thase who are trained in this way.






Reward

2 Corinthians 4:17

Greater renard in

Heaven than the
troubles on earth

8 For our present troubles are
aall and wont last very

long. Yet they produce for
us a glory that vastly

outweighs thennand
will last forever







Reminder

Philippians 3:10

God sent Hs Son
Into the world for

our redenption

8that | may knowHm
and the power of
Hs resurrection and

the fellowship of
Hs sufferings,
being conformed to
Hs death;



God producesin...

DIFFCULT TIMES




PATIENCE

We walk through difficult

times while waiting for

Jesus to return, but none

of our difficu
random or w
OUrpose.

It

L

€S are

Nout




Romans 8:28

- And we know that God
causes all things to work

together for good to those
who love God, to those

Together who are called according
N for Good to His purpose.
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2 Corinthians 5.7

Second Corinthians 5:7

It can be challenging to trust
God during uncertain times.

Faith in difficult times can

allow you to find rest in

God's presence.




God hasaplanin...

DIFFCULT TIMES




My Thoughts, Your Ways

s“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lorp.

s “For as the heavens are higher than the

earth, So are My ways higher than your

ways And My thoughts than your thoughts. Wkl
nol

Isaiah 55: 8-9

2 Corinthia

ns 57



God promsesin...
DIFHCULT TIMES




THENNE
SERMON ON THE MOUNT
PROMSES OF JESUS

God promsesin...
DIFHCULT TIMES




SERMONONTHEMOUNT 10

.“Hessed are the poor in spint, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven

«“Blessed are those who moum, far they will be conforted
-“Bessed are the gentle, far they will inherit the earth

«“Bessed are those who hunger and thirst for
rnghteousness, for they will be satisfied




SERMONONTHEMOUNT 23

»“Hessed are the meraful, for they will receive nrercy.
»“Hessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God

-“Hessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons
of God

»“Hessed are those who have been persecuted for the
sake of nghteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven




SERMON ON THE MOUNT

1 “Bessed are you when people insult you and persecute
you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of
Me.

= Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great;

for inthis same way, they persecuted the prophets who
were befare you

3 OF 3




Jesus Great Promsein...

DIFHCULT TIMES




TheGeat Coommsaon  “Hs Promise”
= And Jesus came up and spoke to them) saying, “All
authonty in heaven and on earth has been givento Me.

» G0, therefore, and make disciples of all the

nations, baptising themin the nane of the Father and the
Son and the Hily Spintt,

»teaching themto fallowall that | conrmmanded you, and
behold, | amwith you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 2818-20




Whearetonowin...
DIFHCULT TIMES




Hnishtheracein...
DIFFCULT TIMES




Hnish the Race

.
f »
!

| have fought the
goad fight, | have
e finished the coursg, |
have kept the faith;

2 Tinothy 47

Sh’r the @ goo od ?3\\1‘
he race, | have keet {he




Crown of Righteousness

:In the future, there Is reserved
for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord
the nghteous Judge, will anard
to e on that day; and nat only
tonme but also to all who have
loved Hs appearing

2 Tirrothy 48




Perfectionashis Bidein...

DIFHCULT TIMES




The Bndegroomfar Hs Bide

The Finish Line is....

Put me like a seal over your heart,

Set me as a seal upon thine heart, IJke a . l on yar am
as a seal upon thine arm: for love F(r l.we 1S asgra‘g as death
is strong as death; jealousy is cruel . .
asthe grave: the coals thereof are Jeal(llsy ISasS sevee as Sﬁd,
Is of fire, which hath t .
R e lts flames are flames of fire,

— Song of Songs 86




Oy out “Come’ In...

DIFFCULT TIMES




_ » The Spint and the Bride
The ary of the Bice say, “Cone.” And let the
one who hears say,

k2 “Conre.” And let the one
R B whoisthirsty come let
- B>/ ' 'ﬁ the one V\hosclles restake

x  Yme. = thewaterof life without
Cost.

——— &
"

Revelations 2817
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