
Haverim
P’shat (Simple) the intended level, looking at the 

context



Generic Questions
• Who wrote it?

• Why did they write it?

• Where were they when they wrote it or where did it happen?

• How is it affected by the manners and customs of the day?

• What can archaeology teach us about this passage?

• What does history teach us about the subject?

• What happened to the main character(s) before or after the incident?

• Who were the readers?



Specific Questions
Who is Jesus?

1. What would “In the beginning” remind the readers of?  How 

would that affect interpretation?

2. Why bring John into the story?  Why not just focus on “The 

Word”?

3. Why is it important that the word became flesh?  What 

does this mean?

4. What does it mean to be children of God?
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